A^HANDFUL   OF   GREY  ASHES
papers came out with 'Death of a Famous Publisher'
occupying the whole of their posters, and the Press in
this country, in America and indeed throughout the
world, paid eloquent tribute to his memory. His
remains were cremated at Golders Green and a memorial
service attended by a large concourse of friends among
whom were some of the most distinguished names in
the world of Art and Letters was held at St. James's,
Piccadilly. Later his ashes were taken to Hartland and
laid beneath the shadow of St. Nectan's tower. In the
churchyard there, hard by the northern porch, a simple
Cornish cross records his name, the date of his birth
and death. Beneath this inscription is the line from
Samson Agonistes—
'Nothing is here for tears'
This cross, as well as the memorial tablet inside the
church, was erected by his widow, who was destined so
soon to follow him to the grave. In February 1927
Mrs. John Lane died after a brief illness and her ashes
were laid beside her husband's. The house at Lancaster
Gate Terrace was sold and in the space of a few days
most of the treasures which had been so eagerly and so
patiently sought for and. accumulated were dispersed.
I say most of his treasures, but not all. To some he
had assigned an enduring home.
John Lane directed that all his portraits and engravings
relating to Devonshire and the men of Devon should be
offered to the Royal Albert Memorial Museum, Exeter;
that all his books pertaining to that county should be
offered to the City Library, Exeter, except where that
library possessed duplicates, in which case they were to
be offered to the Municipal Museum and Art Gallery,
Plymouth, and the Plymouth Free Public Library, *for
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